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Austrian Citizenship

A

ustria is considered one of the richest and most
developed countries in the world, and its world-class
capital, Vienna, has a rich cultural and historic
heritage. The country boasts a high standard of living; in
2017, Austria scored 79.9 (out of 100) on the Henley &
Partners – Kochenov Quality of Nationality Index. An
increasing number of individuals are considering making
Austria, an attractive option for alternative citizenship,
their second home.

Basic Requirements
In most cases, and apart from a few other requirements,
an application for Austrian citizenship requires an applicant
to lawfully and continuously reside in Austria for at least 6
to 10 years. The exact requirement is largely dependent on
the applicant’s current citizenship, their family background
(e.g. whether they are married to an Austrian), and whether
or not they are ‘highly integrated’ into Austrian society. This
could mean that, for example, they have volunteered at nonprofit organizations in the country. Aside from the stipulation
of residence, in most cases advanced knowledge of the
German language and a basic knowledge of Austria’s history
and democratic structure are required. In addition, the
applicant has to provide proof of income.

The Republic’s Special Interest
An application for citizenship is also permissible on the
basis of Article 10 (6) of the Austrian Citizenship Act.
This regulation provides for a more favorable granting
of citizenship to applicants whose extraordinary

achievements help to advance Austrian society, and of
whom more such accomplishments can be expected from
them. In such cases, the Federal Government of Austria
has to certify that the naturalization of such an applicant
is ‘in the special interest of the Austrian Republic’, based
on their extraordinary merits.
The Austrian Citizenship Act does not, however,
specify in what field these extraordinary merits should
be achieved; nonetheless, sporting, artistic, scientific, as
well as economic achievements — such as noteworthy
(‘golden’) investments or another economic benefit in
respect of Austria — tend to be taken into consideration.
A golden investment in and of itself is not sufficient
for consideration, as the applicant must still prove their
extraordinary contribution to the Austrian society. This
could relate to, for example, creating a substantial number
of jobs — possibly in identified development areas such
as rural communities — or transferring know-how or
new technologies to Austrian locals.
If a positive certificate is issued by the federal
government on the basis of extraordinary achievement,
many of the basic requirements of citizenship may be
bypassed. Specifically, the applicant does not have to
provide proof of German language skills or knowledge
of Austrian history. In addition, the stipulation of lawful
and continuous residence in Austria need not be upheld,
and individuals would be allowed to maintain their
current citizenship. This scenario is one of the very few
cases of legal multiple citizenship, which is otherwise
largely banned by Austrian citizenship law.
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